So                                  PLAISTED                      [July 1750
content with what he had already got, and ask for no more.
I had brought a seaman from Busserah, and had entertained
him as my servant, letting him ride in the other cajava to
balance my weight; otherwise I must have put in a bag of
rice to answer the same purpose. This man the Sheik had
dignified with the title of merchant, but I desired him to
look at the seaman's habit, and then judge of his station.
I likewise informed him that his business was only to serve
me as cook, and that as it was not customary for servants to
pay anything for their passage in the caravans, if he persisted
in his demand, I would send him to Cubessa, and procure
him a place in the Bagdad caravan. His demand indeed was
no more than ten fundicklees; but I told him he might as
well skin a flint, or extract oil out of a stone, as to extort
money from one that had it not. However after some debate
he was contented to say he forgave him.
July the 6th. We continued at the same place, still waiting
for the Bagdad caravan. This day one of the Sheik's soldiers
came to ask me for money, telling me Mynheer Canta had
given them some; but I resolutely refused to comply with
the request, being determined to go to Cubessa rather than
to submit to any more of their extortions. This made them
quiet for the present. I was afterwards informed that Myn-
heer Canta had given them ten fundicklees. At about eight
this morning part of the Bagdad caravan arrived, the rest
being on the road.
July the jth. We remained still encamped, and at half an
hour past five in the afternoon the remainder of the Bagdad
caravan arrived, being in all about two hundred camels with
fifty soldiers. This recruit made our caravan very strong, and
perhaps the strongest which has gone this road [for] a con-
siderable time. It consisted now of about five thousand camels,
four hundred of which were loaded, and the rest were designed
for sale. The men were about ten or eleven hundred.
July the 8th. We began our inarch a little before sunrise,
and the road was at first rocky, tKen stony and afterwards
gravelly, till about nine, when we entered into a plain
surrounded with hills, which was full of shrubs and wild